
Sec. X1.  24 V.S.A. § 2792 is amended to read: 

§ 2792. VERMONT DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

(a) A "Vermont Downtown Development Board," also referred to as the "State Board," is created 

to administer the provisions of this chapter. The State Board shall be composed of the following 

members or their designees: 

* * * 

(13) The executive director, or designee, of the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board. 

 

Sec. X2.  24 V.S.A. § 2793 is amended to read: 

§ 2793. DESIGNATION OF DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS 

* * * 

(b) Within 45 days of receipt of a completed application, the State Board shall designate a 

downtown development district if the State Board finds in its written decision that the 

municipality has: 

* * * 

(3) A planning process confirmed under section 4350 of this title. 

(4) Included a housing element in its plan in accordance with 4382(10) that achieves the 

purposes of subdivision 4302(11) of this title and that includes clear implementation steps for 

achieving mixed income housing, including affordable housing, a timeline for implementation, 

responsibility for each implementation step, and potential funding sources. 

(5) Adopted one of the following to promote the availability of affordable housing opportunities 

in the municipality: 

(A) inclusionary zoning as provided in section 4414(7) of this title; 



(B) a restricted housing trust fund with designated revenue streams; 

(C) a Housing Commission as provided in section 4433 of this title; or 

(D) impact fee exemptions or reductions for affordable housing as provided in section 

5205 of this title. 

* * * 

Sec. X3.  24 V.S.A. § 2793e is amended to read: 

§ 2793e. NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING AREAS; DESIGNATION OF NEIGHBORHOOD 

               DEVELOPMENT AREAS 

* * * 

(c) Application for designation of a neighborhood development area. The State Board shall 

approve a neighborhood development area if the application demonstrates and includes all of the 

following elements: 

* * * 

(10) The application includes a map or maps that, at a minimum, identify: 

(A) "important natural resources" as defined in subdivision 2791(14) of this title; 

(B) existing slopes of 25 percent or steeper; 

(C) public facilities, including public buildings, public spaces, sewer or water services, 

roads, sidewalks, paths, transit, parking areas, parks, and schools; 

(D) planned public facilities, roads, or private development that is permitted but not built; 

(E) National Register Historic Districts, National or State Register Historic Sites, and 

other significant cultural and natural resources identified by local or State government; 



(F) designated downtown, village center, new town center, or growth center boundaries 

as approved under this chapter and their associated neighborhood planning area in 

accordance with this section; and 

(G) delineated areas of land appropriate for residential development and redevelopment 

under the requirements of this section. 

(11) The application includes the information and analysis required by the Department's 

guidelines under section 2792 of this title; 

(12) Included a housing element in its plan in accordance with 4382(10) that achieves the 

purposes of subdivision 4302(11) of this title and that includes clear implementation steps for 

achieving mixed income housing, including affordable housing, a timeline for implementation, 

responsibility for each implementation step, and potential funding sources; and 

(13) The application includes information that the municipality has, in the proposed 

neighborhood development area, adopted one of the following to promote the availability of 

affordable housing opportunities in the municipality: 

(A) inclusionary zoning as provided in section 4414(7) of this title; 

(B) a restricted housing trust fund with designated revenue streams; 

(C) a Housing Commission as provided in section 4433 of this title; or 

(D) impact fee exemptions or reductions for affordable housing as provided in section 

5205 of this title. 

 


